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The Season of Easter, and Social-Distancing

Editorial Note: We are thrilled to bring you the following blog which was written and first published
on March 16*, 2020 by Melissa Reeve on her blog "Because of a Sticker”.

Published with permission.

We're in the middle of March, in the middle of Lent, and in the middle of a pandemic. I don't think
anyone thought that the church as a whole would start giving up church services for Lent. We've been
told to sit tight for a couple of weeks, and reassess then. We're about 4 weeks away from Easter. We
might be giving that up for Lent as well.

It's hard to imagine Good Friday and Easter passing by without church services, but it might come to
that. I think it's best to prepare ourselves, in case that happens. It's one of the holiest days in the
Christian calendar, and one of the busiest. And we might all be stuck inside our own homes.



I think there are a few very important things to keep in mind this year as Easter approaches. I know it
hurts to consider cancelling services that are probably already in the planning stages. Easter comes
with special services, special speakers, special music, church potlucks, family dinners etc. But as hard
as it is to imagine cancelling, should it become necessary, we need to keep the big picture in mind —
two big pictures, really.

First, God is still God regardless of circumstances. History is still history regardless of current
circumstances. Who God is, or what He did on the cross, will not change just because we have to
cancel services. Even if we have to celebrate at home, we can do that. God hears us individually as
well as corporately, and His plan for us does not change based on church attendance. The big picture
is that God is ultimately in control of our lives here, and in heaven. For a Christian, to live is Christ, and
to die is gain (Philippians 1:21). Christ is our hope, our peace, and our joy here on earth, and whenever
we do die, we get to experience Him in person. Missing even the most important of church services
will never change that.

Second, as long as we live, our commandments are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength, and to love our neighbours as ourselves (Mark 12:30-31). How can we best love our
neighbours right now? A good way to start is by being sensible during a pandemic. It's hard to adjust
to the idea of loving people by avoiding them, but spreading a potentially deadly virus is not a good
way to love your neighbour. Stay home, when possible, for the good of the vulnerable people around
you. This virus moves quickly, and the best way to keep hospitals from being overrun, and to keep our
families and communities safe, to is keep our distance. It's everyone’s job to take proactive measures
as much as possible.

It's easy to think that Lent, Good Friday and Easter are necessities of the Christian faith. You know
what? They are. But the celebrations and traditions that accompany them are not. Easter is still Easter
without a service. During this time in the church calendar, we focus on Christ’s sacrifice which atoned
for our sins so that we could be seen as blameless before God. That is incredibly important. Without
that, we're just a group of broken and sinful people with no hope. But God is our hope, and God does
not change when our traditions have to change.

Hang onto the big picture, in terms of community health, and eternal hope. Keep being proactive about
this public health crisis. Remember that God is with us even when we can’t be with each other. Keep
praying, singing praise songs, and reading your Bibles at home, and come out of this with a stronger
faith. Set a good example in loving your neighbour enough to stay home. And as I heard in a sermon
online this week, the building is not the church: the body of Christ is the church. As much as we're
social-distancing, we're still not alone. We're still connected.

By Melissa Reeve

As Melissa has so eloquently stated, and echoed in this beautiful song by Kari Jobe, (we) "I am Not Alone".



